Fraction Hunt: Everyday Fractions

Grades: 3-5 | Duration: 60 minutes

Overview

This engaging lesson introduces students to the practical applications of fractions by

encouraging them to discover and document fractions in their everyday environment. Through a

guided scavenger hunt, students will identify real-world fractions, record their findings, and

create visual representations to demonstrate their understanding of fractional concepts.

Learning Objectives

Recognize and identify fractions in everyday objects and situations
Understand that fractions represent parts of a whole

Document fractions using proper notation (numerator/denominator)
Create accurate visual representations of fractions

Communicate mathematical thinking clearly and precisely

Materials

Digital cameras or tablets (if available, 1 per group)
"Fraction Hunt" recording sheets

Clipboards

Pencils and colored markers

Fraction circle manipulatives

Large chart paper

Scissors

Construction paper

Rulers



¢ Glue sticks

e Sample photographs showing fractions in real life

Vocabulary

e Fraction

e Numerator

e Denominator

e Equal parts

e Whole

¢ Half, third, quarter, etc.

e Equivalent fractions

Preparation

1. Prepare "Fraction Hunt" recording sheets with columns for: object found, fraction identified,
quick sketch, explanation

2. Pre-select areas for the scavenger hunt (classroom, school building, playground)
3. Create a sample display of real-world fractions with photographs and explanations

4. Arrange students into groups of 2-3

Introduction (10 minutes)

Begin by asking students what they know about fractions. Discuss where they might see
fractions in their everyday lives. Show examples of common fractions we encounter regularly:

Half a sandwich

Quarter of a pizza
¢ Three-fourths of a glass of water

¢ Two-thirds of a chocolate bar



Explain that fractions are all around us, and today they will become "fraction detectives"
searching for fractions in their environment.

Pre-Hunt Discussion (10 minutes)
1. Review fraction notation (numerator/denominator) and what each number represents
2. Explain that the denominator tells how many equal parts make up the whole
3. The numerator tells how many of those parts we are focusing on

4. Demonstrate with examples how to identify if something represents a fraction:
¢ |s there a whole that has been divided into equal parts?

e Can we count how many parts make up the whole?

¢ Can we count how many parts we're looking at?

5. Show students the recording sheet and explain how to document their findings

Fraction Hunt Scavenger Hunt (20 minutes)
1. Distribute recording sheets, clipboards, and cameras/tablets if using
2. Assign each group to a specific area to explore
3. Students will search for at least 5 examples of fractions in their environment

4. For each fraction found, students must:

¢ Record what object they found
¢ Write the fraction it represents
e Draw a quick sketch or take a photo

e Explain why it represents that fraction

5. Teacher circulates, providing guidance and asking probing questions

Visual Representations Creation (15 minutes)

1. Groups return to the classroom and review their findings

2. Each group selects their two most interesting fraction examples



3. Using construction paper, scissors, rulers, and markers, students create accurate visual
representations of their chosen fractions

4. Students must include:
¢ A clear label of the fraction

¢ A visual representation showing the whole and its parts
* A brief explanation of where they found this fraction in real life

¢ Why this example represents the given fraction

Sharing and Discussion (10 minutes)

1. Groups take turns presenting their fraction findings to the class

2. Each group shares:

¢ What fraction they found
e Where they found it

¢ How they knew it represented that fraction

3. Class discusses patterns they notice about where fractions appear in everyday life

4. Students ask questions and provide feedback to each other

Extension Activities

e Create a classroom "Fraction Gallery" displaying students' work
¢ Challenge students to find equivalent fractions in their environment
¢ Have students write fraction stories based on their discoveries

¢ Create a digital presentation combining photos of all the fractions found

Differentiation

For students who need additional support:

¢ Provide a list of specific locations to check for fractions

¢ Focus on simpler fractions (halves, quarters)



e Use pre-drawn templates for visual representations

e Work with a partner who can provide assistance
For students ready for a challenge:

¢ Find examples of equivalent fractions

¢ |dentify improper fractions or mixed numbers

Compare fractions found and arrange them from least to greatest

Convert fractions to decimals and percentages

Assessment

Observe students during the activity and evaluate their:

¢ Ability to correctly identify fractions in real-world contexts

¢ Understanding of the relationship between numerators and denominators

* Accuracy of visual representations created

¢ Clarity of explanations about why their examples represent specific fractions

¢ Participation in group discussions and presentations

Home Connection

Encourage students to continue the "Fraction Hunt" at home with their families. Provide a take-
home recording sheet where students can document fractions they find in their homes or
neighborhoods. Suggestions include:

¢ Cooking measurements

¢ Time (hours of the day)

Sharing food items

e Distances on a map

Reflection Questions



End the lesson by having students reflect on:

1. What was the most surprising place you found a fraction?
2. How do fractions help us understand and describe our world?
3. What was challenging about identifying fractions in real life?

4. How did creating visual representations help you understand fractions better?

Note: This lesson supports multiple mathematical practice standards, including making sense of
problems, reasoning abstractly and quantitatively, constructing viable arguments, and looking for
structure in mathematical situations.
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